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RARDI FOR: Asesistant to the Director,
: Qorrespondence on

i+ It is probable that the langusge used by Mr, Dulles in
& letter to[  1is libelous per se, as 1t definitely Impubes
wvant of veracity. Whether It glves rise %o any speclel damsges
would be highly questionable wnder the clrcumstances and cannot
really be determired abt this time. However, we assume that the
statements made have been cerelully checked and can be proven to
be trus, In thet case there is complete defense to the publicetion
it the true statements are privileged and made in good failth., It
appears Lo us that there is at least o Qualified privilege in
this case snd the qualificebions are metl by the fact that the
somumication was nade in good feith without malice and ressonable
grounds for belleving it to be true. In our opinlon the Director
has & public Guty in reference t¢ this compuwnication and it is
made to one who has a corresponding Interest in the matter.
Under thase cirowmstances there would sppeer to be no sudf of
iibel even if the words sye actually libelous.

2. Ve are not experts in the llbel lew and heve hwd no
epportunity to perform exhaustive ressarch, bul I em reasonsbly
sure the privilege existe in this ceso and would be & velid
defense in the event[ lwere {0 see the commundication and
¥ring an action based thereon,

LAWRENCE R, EOUSTOH
Gepsrsl Counsel
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